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PREFACE. 



This dissertation owes its existence to the instigation 
of the Right Reverend William Turner, D.D., under 
whose direction the work was begun, and carried on, 
until his elevation to the Episcopal See of Buffalo, N. Y., 
March thirtieth, 1919. It was then continued and com- 
pleted under the kindly guidance of the Reverend P. J. 
McCormick, Ph.D. In her graduate work the writer’s 
principal courses were those under the Very Reverend 
E. A. Pace, S. T. D., LL.D., and the Reverend J. J. Fox, 
S. T. D. The writer is happy to have this Opportunity 
to express her deep appreciation of the work done under 
these professors. 

The writer, moreover, wishes to express her deep 
sense of gratitude to the Very Reverend T. E. Shields, 
LL.D., Dean of the Catholic Sisters College, for en- 
couragement and kindness throughout her four years of 
residence (1916-1920) at this Institution. Gratitude is 
also due, for kindness and helpfulness, to the Right Rev- 
erend Bishop T. J. Shahan, LL.D., Rector of the Univer- 
sity, and to many others. To her Community and her 
Parents she is in particular indebted for the special op- 
portunities and advantages of which this work is the cul- 
mination. 

The writer in no way pretends to have exhausted the 
theme. Yet she hopes, and is confident, to have rendered 
a service, however humble, to the Gorres-Research- 
Work, in the field of the Reactionary Movement against 
the destructive tendency of the Rationalism of the 
Eighteenth and Nineteenth Centuries. That the times 
were not exactly favorable for the prosecution of the 
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work, will, no doubt, be understood without further 
comment. 

Should these humble efforts be the means to increase 
the ranks of the Disciples of Gdrres in their following 
his noble endeavors of reinstating the Lord Jesus Christ 
in His place as the “Foundation Stone” of the “Whole of 
the Social Edifice” through a life of the nations “With 
God, Through Active Love”, their aim has been fulfill- 
ed. Tolle et Lege! 



Washington, D. C., 
January 25, 1920. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION. 



Men often champion the cause of the Intellect, or the 
Feeling, or the Will, as if they were three rival powers 
contending for the supremacy over our lives. The unity 
of our personality is often lost sight of. Man is no more 
pure intellect than he is pure sentiment, or pure will. 
He is body and soul, and is endowed with the capacity to 
know, to love, and to will. 

The same power which gave man the above capacities 
gave him also the tendencies to satisfy them. The two 
tendencies that concern us here chiefly are to know and 
to love, and no one will deny that the need to love is 
greater than the need to know; for, indeed, man needs 
to know only in order to love since the latter encloses the 
secret of his happiness. Reason, as the princess, dwells 
in the highest room, but love is the power that inspires 
and saves, the source of light and life and warmth. A 
poet truly says, 

“The night has a thousand eyes, 

And the day but one; 

Yet the light of the whole world dies 
With the setting sun. 

The mind has a thousand eyes 
And the heart but one; 

But the light of the whole life dies 
When love is done.” 1 ' 

Look at music only through the understanding, and it 
becomes a dry logic of scientific terms and propositions ; 
but let both reason and heart have their play, and we 
see in it a living expression of order, a sensible represen- 
tation of that eternal harmony which all creation breath- 
ed forth, as a writer so beautifully puts it, when the 
morning stars first sang together, and which even now 



i Patrick, J. N., “Psychology for Teachers,” New York, 1908, 
P. 289- 



Digitized by ^ooQle 




10 
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to the listening spirit sounds fresh and solemn as when 
it first burst forth from the murmur and confusion of 
chaos. 

Peacefully, then, are mind and heart, thought and 
love, to exist together in one body, destined, as they are, 
to assist and help each other to bring about in the indi- 
vidual man that happy equilibrium which constitutes 
true culture, and, as to mankind at large, those glorious 
ages, spoken of in Don Quijote as, “Dichdsa edad y siglos 
dichosos acquellos a quien los antiquos pusieron nombre 
de dorados” — "happy ages and happy centuries those to 
which the ancients gave the name of golden.” 

Rationalism, basing itself, as it does, upon the so-call- 
ed scientific method and the method of doubt, destroyed 
this happy equilibrium of mind and heart, and thereby 
undermined the chief source of man’s happiness and 
greatness. To show, then, the destructive tendency of 
Rationalism on the one hand, and the truly constructive 
tendency of Christian Mysticism, as represented by 
Gorres, on the other, shall be our main endeavor in the 
following pages. The bibliographies contain only such 
works as have been of immediate value in preparing this 
dissertation. 



Christmas-day, 1919. 
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CHAPTER I. 

RATIONALISM: ITS DEFINITION AND ORIGIN. 

In trying to obtain the meaning of Rationalism from 
the term itself, we And that it is directly derived from 
the Latin “rationalis”, its root being ratio, reason. The 
term rationalis signifies what is conformable to reason, 
that which possesses the attributes and methods of rea- 
son. As for the barbarous part of the term, the-ism, 
this belongs to the Greek (— It is derived from 
a verbal ending which cannot be expressed in Latin, 
namely which conveys the meaning, according 
to Rueckert, of being only apparently true. Rationalism, 
then, would mean not a system that possesses the quali- 
fications of being reasonable, yet which is to pass as 
such. 1 

On consulting the various authors for the proper 
meaning which Rationalism has acquired in history, one 
becomes hopelessly confused and amazed at the number 
of definitions placed at one’s disposal. But from the re- 
sults it has produced, — the great overthrow of faith it 
has effected, and its influence upon the platform and the 
press of the countries invaded by it, it must be looked 
upon as a doctrine which plainly denies the existence and 
the possibility of a supernatural and immediate revela- 
tion from the Almighty, and maintains that to claim su- 
preme authority for any supposed supernatural religion 
is degrading to the dignity and the nature of man. It, 
therefore, enters into direct conflict with statements of 
the Old and the New Testament which clearly and un- 
mistakably assert the existence of a divine communica- 
tion. Rationalism, accordingly, openly challenges the 
credibility and veracity of Holy Scripture, and leaves us 
no alternative but to disbelieve the Bible as fabulous or 



I Cf. Hurst, J. F., “History of Rationalism,” New York, 1906, 
.■ 6 f. (note 3) ; also cf. "Encyclopedic des Sciences Religieuses,” 
‘ome XI, p. 112, article : Rationalisme. 
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